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Pop! Pop! Pop! What a loud sound the brightly colored floating 
balls made. It was scary. One minute they were plump and 
round. Up in the air. The next minute, they had burst into so many 


thin pieces, and had fallen to the ground. 
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He did not like it. No, he did not like it at all. This had happened on his 


very first birthday party. Shaunat had cried loudly when the balloons 
burst. Everyone had comforted him. They took away all the 
balloons. Only then would he come near his birthday cake. 
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ould shut his ears and run away to hi To o а. >. 
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печ His parents tried to help 


him 


"SQ", Stay Hecke "ste затей сите Черет geh 11 Bel Hatch gar ӨЯ He Gch Sl зп si 9 
gardh этет Beda чета ваз d $ Hit start Я 91 Stel $ HS Ha 0 Я ee 91?" "Look," they 
said. “A balloon is only a piece of plastic. You can blow a little air into it. And if you let it out gently, it 


won't make any noise. Why don't YOU try it?" 


RGA d 1% aM Oa Fal VRS tiles fell 115 Se! But Shaunat did not want to 
. He preferred not to think about it at all. He wanted nothing to do with balloons that 


_ fooked lovely, but then burst noisily and disappeared. 
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At school, his classmates quickly found out that he was afraid of balloons. How they laughed at him and tried to frighten him! 
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e jc folded himself into a ball. He would close his eyes and think of something else. But when 


When they. tea$ed hi 
the BOOM 


og e was still so frightened that he had to get away. 6/13 
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Sometimes, he would run to Chimi, his best friend at school. She did not laugh at him. 
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Hey Shaunatl Come, don't bother with 
those silly/kids. Let's go do something 


You surely will someday. 


But let's wait for the right 
else! 
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One day, their teacher told the children about a school picnic. They were going the very next day to the national park with the tiger safari. Shaunat 


clapped his hands in delight. He loved animals, birds, and insects. He loved everything about nature. The picnic would be great. 
MAPA, VAS Hit 
deat Я 55а! 


Best of all, there would be 


farsi, fast, cht argt mere Я 81? 
Chimi, Chimi, aren't you 


excited? 


no balloons! 


315 а%0 ЄН Я ЗТ I may 


not come 


92 argen AM зазтч afe cr? Why 


not? Are you sick? 


Я, al alice SAR AM ЧТФА sam 
Тая! No, but I will be, 


tomorrow at the park! 


A Hic hal 571 eif? How do you 


know that? 
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"Sa AM St IU Us эпаа", feft seeds 
«ТІ "I will be sick with fear," said 


Chimi in a small voice. 
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"T am scared of the snakes in the reptile house. I am scared of the 
Monkeys that roam everywhere. My cousin had to take so many 
painful shots when a monkey bit him! I am even scared of the 


tigers. And the crocodiles. 
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spiders too,” Chimi shuddered with a sudden memory of the giant wood 


spider from the forest she had recently gone to with her family. 
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Shaunat was surprised. Chimi had never shared this secret. Scared of spiders? Why, they 


were such amazing spinners! His uncle Sujit studied spiders and had shown him so many 


“= cool ones. 


ЗП «тч? $ d «1% GAS = 17444 Sf! And tigers? Surely, 
they were the most magnificent animals in the whole world! 


10/13 


aad witch 1% am Tu Я Uset ot at 


Suddenly Shaunat remembered what Chimi had s 


been scared. 


"Гай, Гай, af заза эпт вч ages аттата аа ЕН ee gra Я ада 
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“Chimi, Chimi, do come tomorrow. I will sit right with you. 
I will tell you how wonderful all these animals аге, and how special each ones. Really! Maybe you will forget to be afraid. Just 


like you help me forget about those nasty 


в... — =з 
2 O 
Silat ч-т ача | "gH aries эта," fast safer | “Maybe EVERYONE is afraid of something, "said Chimi, thoughtfully. 


“And maybe we all just need a friend to help us be less scared,” said Shaunat. 


The two friends looked at each other. “I will come tomorrow,” smiled Chimi. 
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“And maybe it will be the right time, for both of us,” 


smiled Shaunat. “To not be afraid anymore.” 


"| hope so,” said Chimi, giggling with relief at the thought. "But hey, let's make sure not to scare the poor tiger instead!" 
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(M a ith i | ce ng | i sh) AUT Su Heh gisd Wale? Shaunat is afraid of balloons. Chimi is scared of 


animals! Can the two friends get over their fears? 
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